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VIII. ZDefmption of a Machine for drejfing 
and curing ‘Patients , who are very un¬ 
wieldy ^ and are under the Surgeons Hands 
for fome Ailment on the Back, the Os Sa¬ 
crum, &c. or are apprehenjtve of it. By 
M. le Cat, F. R. S. Surgeon to the Hotel 
Dieu at Rouan, and Royal c Demonftrator in 
Anatomy and Surgery: Abjlraffed from the 
French by P. H. Z. F. R. S. 

■Read Feb. 3. A Lufty Body labours, as it were* 
1744-3. f \ under the Richnefs of its Confti- 
tution, which at the long run turns to Mifery : The 
Vefiels of a plethoric Body are, even in the moft 
vigorous State of it, hardly able to convey all the 
Juices* but when that Vigour is loft, they ftagnate 
and corrupt, and produce numberlefs Diftempers: 
If any critical and falutary Evacuations free it of Part 
of its Burden, there remain flabby Bags and Cells 
ouzing Humours, which become Materials for Impoft- 
humes, for want of a proper Supply of Animal Spirits, 
and laudable Humours, which are comprefled and 
flopped by the Weight of the refpe&ive Parts. The 
incrcafing Weaknefs of the Patient hinders him from 
ftirring, and putting himfelf into the Situation necef- 
i'ary for his Cure: His enormous Bulk makes it even 
impoflible for his Attendants to aflift him ; the Num¬ 
ber of Hands that are then imployed, rather give him 
Torment than Eafe, and the Apprehenfion of chang¬ 
ing his Pofture at fo painful a Rate, will make him 

rather 
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rather prefer an eafy Sinuation, that will at laft lead 
him to the Grave. 

Since my prattifing Surgery, I have had feveral 
of thofe unhappy Perfons under my Hands, and even 
fome who were dearer to me than the reft of my 
Patients ; and I have had the Grief to fee them carried 
off in defpite of all the Refources my Attachment 
furnilhed me with, and thofe my Profeflion fug- 
gefted to me then, as generally ufed. Finding thefe 
latter infufficient by repeated Experience, my Imagi- 
nation at laft made me conceive a fort of hanging 
Cradle or Hammock , as reprefented in the Figure 
hereto annexed. In January 1741 .1 gave the Draught 
of this Machine to fome Workmen, having then 
under my Hands the Abbe de la Bucaille of this City 
of Roiian,, a Perfon of a vaft Bulk, paralytic, and 
labouring under a Mortification about the Os Sacrum. 
The following Explanation of the Figures will fhew 
the feveral Ufes of the Machine. 

Tab. 2. reprefents the Patient’s Bed-chamber with 
a Bed in it without the Bedding, in order the better 
to fhew the Machine. 

Upon it lies a fort of Boat of 'Turkey Leather, full 
as long as the Bed, With very ftrong Hems all round, 
and Eilet-holes for receiving Hooks, that ferve to lift 
up this Hammock. 

The Hooks are fattened to feveral Ropes, all which 
depend on as many Crofs-beams of very folid 
Wood. 

The Crofs-beams confift of one Beam of the 
Length of the whole Bed, running Lengthways over 
the Middle of it, and Four tranfverfe Beams, the Two 
middlemoft of which are fomewhat longer than the 
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others. The Ropes on which the Hammock hangs, 
are fattened to the Extremities of thefe Beams, which 
keep the Hammock difplayed; and on the fame Ex¬ 
tremities are alfo fattened all the Ropes, which Unite 
in one that paffes through the Teftern of the Bed, 
and above it hangs on a Pulley, that is fixed to the 
Cieling of the Bed-chamber. 

Another Rope that is run into the Pulley, pafles 
into another Pulley corrcfponding to it, hanging at 
fome Diftance from the Bed, where a Man is placed 
to pull it, and raife the Hammock. 

What we chiefly intend in Drefling a Patient in 
Queftion, arc, 

i Ji y To drefs and rcfrefli him, that is to fay, gently 
to place him in a proper Pofture, eafy both for him* 
felf, and thofe who attend him. 

zdly , To put him into an eafy Situation, that may 
alfo promote his Recovery : The making of his Bed 
often, is already of great Eafe to him j but at the 
fame time it is neccflary, that his Wounds or Ail¬ 
ments may not bear upon any the lcaft thing poffible; 
and therefore his Bed ought to be compofed of feveral 
fmall Matrefles, or of Matrefles of feveral Pieces, 
each with its Tick over it} thefe Matrefles ought 
befides to be fupplied with Numbers of Pillows, each 
with its Pillow-bier, fo that he who waits on the 
Patient, may place them where it is proper, for 
the Eafe of the Perfon, and of the Part affe&ed. 
Nothing is more proper for this Purpofe than our 
Hammock ; the Patient may be lifted up from his Bed, 
and fufpended juft above thofe Pillows, and higher yet, 
if neccflary. 


Our 
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Our Hammock, being of Turkey Leather, fits itfelf 
to thofe Pillows, and gathers them in as the lower 
Sheets would doj but the Inconveniency of Sheets 
we have fupplied with thofe Ticks and Pillow-biers 
covering the Matrefles and Pillows. 

The Turkey Leather of the Hammocks is full wide, 
not only to cover the whole Bed, but even fo as 
that the Hems or Borders of it may hang down round 
about it, and tuck in under the Matrefles: The Bot¬ 
tom of it is pierced in thofe Places which anfwer to 
the Anus , or any Part affected, fo that the Evacua¬ 
tions may find their Paffage into Receptacles between 
the Pillows ranged accordingly. 

When the Patient is to be dreffed or refrefhed, 
the Borders of the Hammock are taken up, and the 
feveral Hooks paffed through, by which he is to be 
fufpended, as appears in the Figure and then a Man, 
being placed at the Rope that runs over the Pulleys, 
lifts the Patient up to the Height neceflary for the 
Surgeon to fearch and drefs the Wound, and for the 
Affiftants to make his Bed, which, even for the 
greater Convenicncy, may be pulled out from under 
the Hammock. 

When all is done, the Bed is puflhed back again to 
its former Place, the Patient is gently let down upon 
it, the Crofs-beams arc lowered and detached both 
from the Hammock and the Block, and put out of 
the Way into a Corner of the Room 5 inftcad of if, 
a Rope is fixed to the Hook of the Block, tied into 
an Eilct at the End, coming down towards the Bed 
within the Patient’s Reach, in order to help himfelf 
when he wants to ftir a little. 


The 
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The Hammock being difplayed, and the Crofs- 
beams taken away, the Patient is wrapped up in Nap¬ 
kins as much as poflible, to fupply the Sheet he wants 
between his Body and the Leather of the Hammock s 
he is afterwards covered with an upper Sheet, and 
other neceflfary Bed-cloaths. 

Tab. 3. This Machine may be farther improved 
by Ufc. For Inftancc: Since I contrived this, I 
thought that inftead of the Border or Hem of the 
Hammock , one might make ftrong cylindrical iron 
Rods, like Curtain-rods, formed into a Square, fome- 
what larger than the Bedftead, to the Four Corners 
of which are fattened as many Ropes, which meet at 
the Pulley ; in which Cafe the Crofs-beams, and the 
Ropes depending on them, become ufelefs 5 and in¬ 
ftead of a Hammock all of one Piece, one might fix 
Four broad Straps of Turkey Leather to T wo Sides of 
the fquare Rod, which may be placed under fuch 
Parts of the Patient’s Body as will be proper, and 
which leave a Space between each other where it is 
convenient. Thefe Straps may be fattened to the 
iron Rods by feveral Buckles with Rings to Aide along 
the Rods, by the Help of which the Straps may be 
pufhed on to fuch Places where there is Occafion; 
they may alfo thereby be ftretched or flackencd, or 
even be taken off, or changed as is thought fit. After 
the Patient has been dreffed, and the Bed made, the 
Four Ropes may be taken off both from the Rod 
and from the Block, and the Rod be let drop with 
the Extremities of the Straps down upon the Floor 
round the Bedftead, which being narrower than the 
Square of the Rod, the latter will eafily flip over it. 


I 
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I have given thefe two Methods together, as there 
may be Occafions when one becomes preferable to 
the other. 


IX. An Account of a Treatife , ( intituled, D. 
Alberti Halleri Arcloiatri Regii & Eleff. 
Medic in. Anatomia , Botan. B vale ft. &c. 
Enumeratio Methodka Stirpium Helvetian 
indigenarum. Qua omnium brevis SDefcriptio 
& Synonymta, Compendium Virium Medi- 
carum, dubiarum CDeclaratio , novarum & 
variorum uberior Hijloria & leones conti¬ 
nents. Gottingiae, 174** in Folio') ex¬ 
tracted and tranjlated from the Latin by 
William Wacfon, F. R. S. 

Kf^Feb. 3. r I '^HIS learned and ingenious Per- 
, 74 l -3* formance, in Two Volumes in 

Folio, contains a Dedication to the Prince of 
Wales, a Preface, and 794 Pages. 

In the Preface, the Author firft lays down a Geo¬ 
graphical Account of Switzerland , being iituate 
from 46 to 48 Degrees in Latitude, and Four Degrees 
in Longitude; then mentions its various and almoft 
furprifing Degrees of Heat and Cold within the Space 
of a few Miles, arifing from the different Arrange¬ 
ment of the Mountains: That it is in fome Parts 
deftitute both of Corn and Wood from the Intenfe- 
nefs of the Cold 5 jn others, where there are high 

Monn* 
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